Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 ISLAMA 06155 011044Z 
12 

ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-15 

RSR-01 /082W 

107416 

R010510Z JUL 73 
FM AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 274 
INFO AMCONSUL KARACHI 
AMCONSUL LAHORE 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ISLAMABAD 6155 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUB J : AUGUST LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE 
REF: ISLAMABAD 5306 

1. NATIONAL ASSEMBLY RECONVENES AUGUST 1 FOR APPROX- 
IMATELY TWO- WEEK SESSION WHEN SEVEN GOVERNMENT BILLS 
ARE TO BE CONSIDERED. SENATE WILL MEET FOR FIRST TIME 
AUGUST 6 WHEN CHAIRMAN AND DEPUTY CHAIRMAN WILL BE 
ELECTED. ASSEMBLY AND SENATE SITTING IOINTLY WILL 
ELECT PRESIDENT AUGUST 10. ASSEMBLY SCHEDULED TO 
ELECT PRIME MINISTER AUGUST 12. 

2. COMMENT: RUMORS WIDESPREAD THAT BHUTTO MAY BE 

TEMPTED TO RETAIN PRESIDENCY RATHER THAN BECOMING PRIME MINISTER 

RECALLING THAT FORMER HISTORICALLY HAS BEEN 

STRONGER POSITION IN PAKISTAN, BUT WE CONSIDER THIS 

MOST UNLIKELY. ASSEMBLY SPEAKER FAZAL ELAHI CURRENT FAVORITE 

TO BECOME PRESIDENT ALTHOUGH EMBASSY DOES NOT RULE 

OUT NURUL AMIN OR RELATIVELY UNKNOWN PUNIABI GETTING 

NOD FROM BHUTTO. 
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